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“Its friendliness, breezy campus and  
outdoorsy image belie a focussed academic purpose...  

Dauntsey’s is fab.”

The Good Schools Guide
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acres
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Open spaces and open minds
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I ask every pupil at Dauntsey’s to do three things: to give of their best, to be 
adventurous and to look after each other.

A culture of academic ambition is firmly rooted in the School. Inspiring teachers 
and a framework of warmth and guidance mean that pupils are supported and 
encouraged to do as well as they possibly can. Of course we are academically 
successful but that is only one aspect of an education at Dauntsey’s – I believe a true 
education offers much more. Young people also need opportunities for challenge 
and discovery, which might come from drama, music, art, sport or adventure.

Our adventure education and extra curricular programmes set us apart, encourage 
pupils to try new experiences and are a key feature of a Dauntsey’s education. We 
aim to push them out of their comfort zone, inside and outside the classroom, and we 
want them to bring a “can do” attitude to everything we do. I want Dauntseians to 
reach the end of their time here and say, “I never thought I could do that – but I did.”

I believe it is our loyal and friendly atmosphere that enables pupils to stretch 
themselves in this way. They are expected to look after each other and this culture of 
mutual respect leads to a real sense of belonging within a forgiving and productive 
community. Happiness, self-esteem and confidence are the consequences of an 
education here and this for me is our real purpose, because happy and well-rounded 
children succeed.

The facts and figures of the last year at Dauntsey’s are in the following pages; but if 
you want to know more about us, please visit. You’ll find open spaces and open minds.

 
Mark Lascelles
Head Master
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“The enthusiasm and general approachability of the staff, along with  
the promotion of community spirit with all its associated benefits and  
responsibilities, are what we value most about Dauntsey’s. We also very  

much appreciate that pupils are taught respect and confidence  
without self-importance.”

Dauntsey’s parent
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5
boarding houses

7
day houses

49,000
cups of hot chocolate 
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COMMUNITY

Warmth, laughter and lasting friendships built 

on trust and mutual respect are the hallmarks 

of daily life at Dauntsey’s.

Our 300 boarders are at the heart of our 

school community and are joined each 

morning by over 500 day pupils.

The house system gives pupils a secure source 

of support and guidance in every aspect of 

life, as well as the chance to get together and  

have fun.

Every pupil joins either a boarding or day 

house, these are co-educational in the Lower 

School (ages 11 to 13) and single sex in the 

Upper School (ages 14 to 18). Each house is 

run by a housemaster or housemistress and a 

team of tutors who take a close and active 

interest in pupils’ academic and social 

development, as well as encouraging them  

to make the most of the activities on offer. 

Above all, they really do make sure that the 

house is a home from home.

A student team in each house organises a 

range of activities and events throughout the 

year. There’s always something going on, from 

outdoor movie nights, themed parties, high 

teas and bake-offs, to trips to the theatre and 

the bowling alley, beach games, and more.

Staffed with qualified nurses, our superb 

medical centre provides 24-hour medical care 

to all pupils, supplemented by regular doctors’ 

surgeries and a visiting physiotherapist. 

Experienced counsellors work alongside house 

and medical staff and our full-time chaplain  

to provide all-round support and care. Our 

pupil-led Listening Service offers peer support 

through trained volunteers who are available 

every day to offer a sympathetic ear.

With 169 new pupils from more than 100 

“ Pupils are extremely happy at Dauntsey’s.  
This is one of the greatest testaments to the School.”  
Dauntsey’s parent

different schools joining the School this 

academic year, our community is both diverse 

and inclusive. It is easy to find friends with 

shared interests, and the fact that more than 

half of the pupils have a brother or sister here 

contributes to the family atmosphere.

Mark Lascelles, Head Master
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“The School makes it cool to learn and we are taught to  
value others’ achievements too. The teachers are excellent, they are  

interested and interesting – and sometimes amazingly kind.”

Third Form pupil
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ACADEMIC

At Dauntsey’s, we are proud of our academic 

reputation and tradition of examination success.

Good grades matter because they are an 

important step on the way to university and a 

career, and our examination results have been 

consistently excellent.

Our A level grades over the last three years 

have averaged almost 80 per cent A*/A/B, 

with an impressive 50 per cent of entries over 

this time awarded A* or A. 

I/GCSE results were remarkable this year and 

broke the School record set the year before, 

with 48.5 per cent graded at A* and a 

stunning 78.2 per cent of 985 subject entries 

were awarded A* or A grades. Of 103 

candidates, 34 achieved straight A* or A 

grades and 70 pupils earned seven or more  

A* or A grades. All 19 Fourth Form pupils  

who took mathematics IGCSE a year early 

gained an A*.

Just as important to us are our pupils who 

work hard and exceed their own expectations.

Throughout the School, the curriculum is 

broad and balanced, offering the opportunity 

to study an extensive range of subjects. We 

have developed our own complementary 

curriculum which starts in the First Form to 

“ The academic curriculum is well-balanced, very  
wide ranging and offers a good amount of choice… 
Teaching is a major strength…” 
Independent School Inspectorate, Integrated Inspection Report

 

cover other important areas like current affairs, 

study skills, mindfulness, critical thinking, 

money management and global issues.

The timetable offers a great deal of flexibility; 

there are no set options columns at I/GCSE 

and A level, allowing pupils freedom of choice 

to accommodate their different interests  

and aptitudes.

Dauntsey’s prides itself on catering to each 

pupil as an individual, enabling them to fulfil 

their potential and develop the key skills they 

will need in later life. Gifted and talented 

pupils have access to work and experiences at 

the higher cognitive levels, to stimulate 

interest and develop advanced thinking skills, 

while pupils who have specific learning needs 

get expert help and support from a dedicated 

team of specialist teachers.
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 77.8 %
A*/A/B grades at A level 

 78.2%
A*/A grades at I/GCSE

1:8 
staff to pupil ratio
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16 
average number of pupils in an I/GCSE class

9
average number of pupils in an A level class

 

14,450
books in the school library

41
visiting speakers 

16
overseas trips
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Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury; 

and politicians Lord Digby Jones and Sir 

Vincent Cable, among many others.

Jon Tyler, Deputy Head (Academic)

Dauntsey’s offers a rich programme of lectures, 

study trips, scholars’ societies and enrichment 

activities to get pupils thinking beyond their 

subjects in order to broaden their intellectual 

and academic horizons.

This year, First Form pupils became historical 

researchers and made imaginative museum 

displays to remember the Great War, while the 

Second Form took part in a Junior Apprentice 

challenge to create and market a box of 

chocolates, from recipe to branding, business 

plan and marketing.

Pupils begin to receive careers advice and 

preparation from the Third Form onwards, 

benefiting from presentations by experts in 

different fields, one on one support and an 

extensive careers library. Our post-I/GCSE 

programme includes life-saving and first aid 

qualifications, film making, cookery and a 

leadership academy.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), 

undertaken in the Lower Sixth, enables pupils 

to select their own topic for detailed research. 

This years’ projects included an investigation 

into the decline of the village pub, an 

exploration of the efficacy of homeopathic 

treatment in veterinary medicine, and a study  

of post-apocalyptic fiction. 

Trips were equally diverse and included 

geography trips to Barcelona and Iceland, 

historical trips to Paris and the battlefields of 

France and Belgium, language trips to Berlin, 

Lindau and Granada, as well as a classics trip  

to Greece and a combined art, and history of  

art trip to Florence.

Stimulating ideas came from visitors such as 

children’s authors who ran creative writing 

workshops for the First to Third Forms, while 

the 2015/2016 Mercers’ lecture programme 

provided pupils with the opportunity to draw 

inspiration from the leading brains in their 

fields. These included explorer Ranulph 

Fiennes; Professor Lord Winston; Lord Rowan 

“ This is a remarkable school, where talented pupils combine  
high academic achievement with excellence in the arts and sport, 
in an unpretentious and friendly community.” 
Jon Tyler, Depurty Head (Academic) 
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pushing your boundaries  
 working together 

“Adventure is an important strand of an education at  
Dauntsey’s – trying new activities,   

and  to meet every challenge.  
The effects can be transformative.”

Sam Moore, Head of Adventure Education
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ADVENTURE

Rock climbing, sailing, kayaking, working  

with street children in Romania and taking 

part in expeditions from the Brecon Beacons 

to Glencoe in the middle of winter to Mount 

Kilimanjaro this summer – adventure is a key 

element of a Dauntsey’s education and 

encourages pupils to explore and push  

their boundaries.

The First Form had an early chance to push 

their boundaries when they decamped to 

Dorset in September for two days of challenges. 

The Third Form’s year-long adventure 

programme, “Moonrakers” included sub-aqua, 

orienteering, kayaking, self-defence, dinghy 

sailing, cooking on fires and rifle shooting, 

finishing with a week-long camp in mid Wales.

Fifteen of the Lower Sixth took part in the Devizes 

to Westminster race, taking on 125 miles in 

what’s known as the canoeists’ Everest, and in 

the summer, Second Form pupils made their first 

tentative paddle strokes on the local canal.

Our kayaks were out again in June, when  

16 pupils took part in the annual Brecons 

Challenge: a triathlon involving hill running, 

mountain biking and kayaking with pupils 

competing in pairs. Lower School pupils 

camped in the Manor woods under shelters of 

their own construction and a group of all ages 

spent an afternoon learning the skills of trail 

running with a national fell runner.

From the Easter holidays onwards, Jolie Brise 

was under sail offering short cruises along the 

south coast. Over the course of the summer 

holidays, Jolie Brise and her crew of Dauntsey’s 

students joined the Tall Ships fleet that sailed 

1,900 nautical miles over 38 days, visiting 

ports in Belgium, Portugal and Spain. A 

particular highlight of the summer was the 

final prize-giving ceremony in A Coruña in 

Spain where Skipper Toby Marris and crew 

were delighted to collect the trophy as the 

overall winner of the Tall Ships Races for the 

second year in a row.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award attracted 

Lower Sixth pupils who worked their way 

through volunteering, acquiring a new skill 

and physical challenge before undertaking 

expeditions in the Brecon Beacons.

For the first time our Fourth Form took part in a 

“ Through our adventure programme, pupils’ confidence 
and self-esteem rise dramatically as they discover what 
can be achieved, often under challenging conditions.” 
Sam Moore, Head of Adventure Education

two day self-supported walk of 30, 40 or 50km 

through the Wiltshire countryside, finishing at 

the world heritage site of Avebury stone circles.

Our clubs and societies programme offers pupils 

a huge range of activities including trampolining, 

debating, street dance, fencing, ancient Greek, 

triathlon, archery and robotics – and these are 

just a few of the options on offer.

Sam Moore, Head of Adventure Education
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  1st 
place for Jolie Brise in Tall Ships Races 2016 

1,530
marshmallows toasted over an open campfire

1,000,000
paddle strokes by the Dauntsey’s team between Devizes and Westminster 

Annual Review 
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“I love the variety of sports and the amount of time that we  
get to enjoy them – being part of a team, working towards a common  

goal and keeping active and fit at the same time.”

Fifth Form pupil
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SPORT

Sporting opportunities are everywhere. There 

really is something for everyone, from elite 

athletes to energetic all-rounders.

We believe that physical exercise should be fun, 

challenging and open to everyone because it 

has so many benefits. As well as improving 

fitness and co-ordination and teaching pupils 

new skills, it’s a great way to build confidence, 

resilience and mental toughness.

Team sports in particular give our pupils a real 

sense of achievement, they help to learn 

leadership, teamwork and self-discipline – 

qualities that will set them up for life beyond 

the sports pitches.

Major sports include athletics, basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, netball, rugby and tennis. All 

our teams enjoy a great deal of success and 

make many friends on and off the field.

The recent addition of a state-of-the-art 

“ The sporting character of students is clearly evident on 
match days. Students play hard, play to win, and show that 
they can win and lose graciously.”  
Going the extra mile; excellence in competitive school sport, Ofsted

Pavilion, outdoor all-weather cricket nets and 

the re-development of the sports centre to 

include a dance studio have enhanced our 

superb sports facilities.

Last Easter, the boys’ hockey team travelled to 

Barbados and played five matches over 10 

days, whilst the girls’ netball team went to 

Malta. The summer of 2017 will see the boys 

touring Australia to play rugby and the girls 

will head to Malaysia for a hockey tour.

Our First XI Girls’ Hockey Team became Wiltshire 

Champions and our swimmers dived into the 

Olympic pool at the London Aquatic Centre to 

compete in the Bath Cup national relay 

competition. The Equestrian Team has seen a 

huge amount of success at venues such as 

West Wilts, Windsor and Wickstead. We 

hosted the annual Wiltshire table tennis 

competition with one of our girls becoming 

county Under 18 champion. In the summer we 

saw a girl’s cricket team play competitive 

matches and this is a sport that will continue 

to develop in the future. 

Twenty five of our athletes were selected for 

the area team this year with six of them going 

on to become county champions. We had 

county champions of all ages in a range of 

events; hurdles, long jump, high jump, shot 

putt, discus and the 400 metres. They all went 

on to compete at the South West Championships, 

with two being selected for the Nationals.

The all-round education that sets Dauntsey’s apart 

is clearly evident in sport as well as the classroom. 

Played in our exceptionally beautiful surroundings, 

sport is a part of everyday life. We put together 

as many teams as possible, as well as scheduling 

internal matches, so everyone, whatever their 

standard, can experience competitive sport.

Marcus Olsen, Director of Sport



Annual Review 

23

2,348
cross country miles run 

644 
table tennis balls sold in the school shop

734
matches played

2,756
rugby points scored 

186
miles swum in the charity swimathon 
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“Dauntsey’s is unique, not only for the range and quality  
of our performing arts but also because we keep standards  

so high while offering opportunities for all our pupils.”

Rikki Jackson, Director of Drama 
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350
music lessons every week

32
concerts, music competitions, recitals or master-classes

7 
school productions 

200
costume changes in Moulin Rouge
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PERFORMANCE

First Formers mingle with Sixth Formers. Future 

professionals work with people who simply 

want to get up and perform. Standards are 

remarkable but everyone has a chance to get 

involved in music, drama and dance at 

Dauntsey’s – with several concerts and recitals 

every week, six or seven drama productions 

every year and a major dance showcase, there 

is plenty of opportunity to find your métier.

The performing arts are among the School’s 

great strengths, attracting audiences of more 

than 500 for major concerts or shows. They are 

so much a part of the fabric of life here that pupils 

arrive for rehearsals straight off the astro turf or 

out of the classroom, ready to change mental 

gear and take up an entirely different challenge.

The range of opportunity is impressive. Drama 

last year included stagings of “A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum”, “Alice 
in Wonderland”, “Animal Farm” and 

“Kindertransport” as well as pupil devised 

productions and student led Drama workshops. 

Numerous dance classes are enjoyed by a large 

number of students, and GNI (Girls Not Included), 

our all-boy street dance group, helps showcase 

the talent or our male students. Last year a dance 

version of “Moulin Rouge” was an enormous 

success and involved nearly 100 students.

Music is equally strong and varied, with some 

350 pupils taking lessons in 19 different 

instruments and participating in 32 concerts, 

recitals, competitions and masterclasses.

The symphony orchestra repertoire included 

works by Mendelssohn, Mozart and Rutter and 

they also accompanied the senior choir in choral 

concerts. The Female Voices choir won classes 

in the Mid Somerset Festival and there were 

many other competition opportunities in School 

“ Academically, socially or spiritually, music touches the life of every 
Dauntseian.” Gareth Harris, Director of Music

for soloists from all year groups, including the 

annual battle of the bands – Rockfest.

Junior ensembles perform regularly at internal 

concerts and further afield; the Senior Choir 

were invited to sing Choral Evensong in 

Winchester Cathedral. It was a privilege to 

sing in such an historic setting where music 

has been offered daily for more than 750 years.

Gareth Harris, Director of Music 

Rikki Jackson, Director of Drama



 “The art school is a  and I love spending time there.  
At long break and after lessons, the place fills up – it’s such a 

 to work in.”

Sixth Form pupil

real haven
stimulating  

and encouraging environment

28
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CREATIVITY

Everyone at Dauntsey’s gets the chance to 

explore their creative potential in their first 

three years, experimenting with drawing, 

painting, sculpture, printmaking, mixed media 

and digital processes.

Upper School art students are encouraged to 

expand their thinking and apply a more 

conceptual approach to projects and the end 

of year exhibition always celebrates a breadth 

of disciplines. Art History is taught within Art 

lessons in the lower years and is available as 

an A Level option, as well as a short General 

Studies course, in the Sixth Form.

Life drawing classes, gallery and museum 

visits, exhibitions in the art school, regular 

lectures and an annual foreign trip enrich 

creative opportunities. Last year, a group 

enjoyed the artistic and architectural highlights 

of Florence and closer to home, spent a day 

drawing on board the Jolie Brise.

Our art students go on to prestigious 

universities – 2016 saw five students win 

places at Central Saint Martins together with 

offers from Leeds, The Bartlett UCL, Cardiff, 

Nottingham and the Charles Cecil Studios in 

Florence. Many students progress straight on 

to degree courses while others choose to 

complete a Foundation year first.

In the Design and Technology (DT) Department, 

pupils have the opportunity to experiment 

with computer-aided design (CAD) software 

and computer numerically controlled (CNC) 

manufacturing processes such as milling, 

turning, routing and laser-cutting.

It is a subject where problem solving,  

planning, development, communication and 

presentation come together with research  

and independent thinking to create a strong 

combination of skills for everyday work  

and life. 

“ Our pupils learn to examine, process and record information in 
different ways and form their own visual language – tools that will 
prove useful in their academic, sporting and commercial lives.” 
Alun Pickford, Head of Design and Technology

Inventions this year included a basketball  

firing machine with variable speed control, a 

quick action water dispenser to allow multiple 

sports bottles to be filled up simultaneously 

and a protein powder dispenser for accurate 

and quick delivery of measured portions. 

Design and technology is proving an 

increasingly popular career choice – this year, 

nine pupils chose further study in related fields 

at university, including aerospace engineering, 

product design and robotics.

Alun Pickford, Head of Design and Technology 

Victoria Rose, Head of Art
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110
different DT project ideas designed and manufactured for public examinations

5
student places at Central St Martins

200
clocks made through the DT outreach programme last year

Annual Review 
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In the age of the portfolio career, young 

people need more than simply good grades to 

succeed. So our focus is on helping our pupils 

to build the broadest possible set of skills, 

explore every opportunity and develop the 

resilience and adaptability that will make them 

attractive to universities and employers.

This is where the all-round attitude to life  

at Dauntsey’s comes in. Drama can improve 

interviewing and presentation technique,  

sport develops teamwork, and making it 

through one of our expeditions shows 

persistence and determination when the  

going gets tough.

Our Mercers’ lecture programme introduces 

pupils to ideas from leading minds in fields as 

diverse as politics, the media, sport, the armed 

 “ The only rule we make is to aim high and keep an open mind. 
There will always be new opportunities to explore and new paths 
to follow. While there are no jobs for life, our role is to ensure that 
every Old Dauntseian can respond to the opportunities that are 
available: adapt, improvise and flourish.”  James O’Hanlon, Head of Careers

forces, the City and ecology. The Monday  

Club and Head Master’s Essay Society 

stimulate discussion and widen perspectives, 

the Medical Focus Group brings together 

pupils interested in a career in medicine and 

related fields, and our new mentoring 

programme provides the opportunity to learn 

from 300 Old Dauntseians, parents and friends.

Careers counselling begins in the Third Form 

with discussion about I/GCSE options and 

develops over the following years with advice 

and guidance on A level courses, work 

experience, university applications and 

personal statements.

Of 149 university applicants this year, the 

majority were able to take up their first choice 

of university, with Bristol, Cardiff, 

Southampton and Bath the most popular, but 

with good numbers also heading further afield 

to Durham, Edinburgh and Leeds amongst 

others. Sixty eight per cent of places are at 

Russell group/The Times top 15 universities 

and four pupils secured places at Oxbridge 

with a further five off to read medicine or 

veterinary science. Three pupils are taking up  

Year in Industry places prior to university with 

others heading to drama school, conservatoires 

and art foundation courses.

James O‘Hanlon, Head of Careers

LIFE AFTER DAUNTSEY’S
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42
different universities

   60+
degree subjects 

300
 career mentors
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MONEY MATTERS

Dauntsey’s is a thriving community which 

revolves around meeting the needs of our pupils 

in the classroom, in a host of extra-curricular 

activities and in providing a home for boarders. 

Underpinning the success of the School is the 

need for sound financial management and 

careful resource planning so that we are  

able to fulfil our aims and objectives for the 

School community.

Dauntsey’s main income stream is through 

school fees. These are supplemented by some 

modest trading activities, most significantly 

letting our facilities during the holidays. We 

also have endowments of around £850,000 

invested in charity funds, which generate 

income to augment our bursary resources.

Turnover for the year ending 31 August 2016 

was just over £16 million. The Governors set 

financial targets to deliver an operating surplus 

each year which is re-invested in the School.  

In 2016, the operating surplus was just over 

£1 million, which will assist in funding our 

development programme.

The last twelve months has seen our £8.5 

million Development Plan come to fruition. In 

January 2016, we took possession of a state of 

the art pavilion which has proven to be a 

“ We always seek to manage costs carefully in order to limit any 
increase in fees as far as possible, while providing the School 
with the best possible facilities.” Steve Lilley, Bursar

and refurbishment of Evans House, and 

improvements to the landscaping around the 

Tuck Shop. In addition, the look and feel of 

the campus has been significantly enhanced 

by landscaping the Memorial Hall quad. 

After three years of major construction  

works, which have significantly enhanced  

the School’s facilities, we now plan to pause  

to review our infrastructure needs for the 

future, while enjoying our magnificent  

new surroundings.

Steve Lilley, Bursar

superb addition to our campus. A new 

teaching facility was completed and handed 

over in June, and the temporary classrooms in 

the first floor extension to the Sports Centre 

have now been converted to provide a  

PE classroom, a focus for the Adventure 

Education department and a stunning new 

Dance Studio. 

We also plan ahead to maintain our facilities 

to the best possible standard with a 10-year 

rolling maintenance programme. Headlines  

for 2016 include a complete makeover for  

the Senior Day Girls’ Houses, the redecoration  

Classroom resources

Facilities

Premises

Other

Staff costs

OUR SPENDING
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£74,000
saved by green energy initiatives

30
trees planted in the new quad

14
smart boards installed in the new academic building

Annual Review 
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DAILY ROUTINE

All Dauntsey’s pupils, whether day or boarding, 

begin their day with registration and a short 

meeting with their housemaster or housemistress 

in their house. On weekdays, there are eight 

taught periods in the day, while on Saturdays 

there are six.

Two long breaks are scheduled during the day, 

giving pupils plenty of time for clubs and 

societies (there are more than 80 to chose 

from) and prep (which takes place in Houses). 

Day pupils usually arrive home after taking 

part in a club and completing some prep for 

the following day. Boarding pupils also have 

either one or two evening preps scheduled.

Monday - Friday
 

07.45 Boarders’ breakfast

08.25 House registration

08.35 Assembly/Service

08.55 – 09.30 Lesson 1

09.35 – 10.10 Lesson 2

10.15 – 10.50 Lesson 3

10.50 – 11.15 Break 

11.15 – 11.50 Lesson 4

11.55 – 12.30 Lesson 5

12.35 – 13.10 Lesson 6

 Lunch is served between 12.00 – 13.30

13.15 – 13.50 Lesson 7

13.50 – 14.45 Long break – clubs and societies

14.45 – 15.20 Lesson 8

15.25 – 16.00 Lesson 9

16.00 Tea 

16.20 – 17.20  Day House prep or clubs and 

societies

17.30 Transport departs

18.00 Boarders’ prep

19.00 Supper

19.45 – 20.45 Boarders’ prep

Saturday
 

08.25 House registration

08.35 – 09.10 Lesson 1

09.15 – 09.50 Lesson 2

09.55 – 10.30 Lesson 3

10.30 – 10.50 Break

10.50 – 11.25 Lesson 4

11.30 – 12.05 Lesson 5

12.10 – 12.45 Lesson 6

 Lunch is served between 12.00 – 13.30

 

Afternoon  Team matches

 

16.30 Transport departs

18.20 Boarders’ registration

18.30 Supper

19.00 House events/free time

 
 
Sunday

10.00 Morning service

 or

18.00 Evening service

10.30 Brunch

11.00 House activities/free time

18.30 Supper

20.00 Evening registration

Please see www.dauntseys.org for:

Fees

List of Governors

List of teaching staff

Leavers’ destinations

Exam results by subject

Term dates

School calendar

Curriculum detail

Admissions and dates for application

How to find us
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LOCATION

Transport links

Train

Pewsey Station to London Paddington: 1 hour 10 mins

Westbury Station to London Paddington: 1 hour 30 mins

Salisbury Station to London Waterloo: 1 hour 30 mins

 

Road

Dauntsey’s School to Heathrow Airport: 1 hour 30 mins 

(via M3)
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Application is made by completing the 

registration form and returning it, together 

with the registration fee of £100, to the 

Admissions Office.

Two open mornings are held each year in the 

spring and autumn (details at www.dauntseys.

org) and families are most welcome to contact 

the Admissions Office for an individual 

appointment.

Admission to Dauntsey’s is subject to 

examination and interview (some Lower Sixth 

places by predicted I/GCSE grades). Scholarships 

are available at entry to First Form, Third Form 

and Lower Sixth to a maximum value of 10 per 

cent of fee remission.

Guidance on admission procedures

11+
Entry is for both day and boarding places and 

a total of 80 places are available. The entrance 

examinations (English, Maths and verbal 

reasoning) and interview are held in late 

January and all candidates are considered for 

an academic scholarship or Head Master’s 

award as a result of this process. Music 

exhibitions, offering free tuition on one or 

more musical instruments, are awarded 

following an audition and take place at the 

same time. Sports Awards are available (for 

2017 entry onwards) following assessment 

and interview. 

13+
A total of 40 new places are available and 

from 2018, entry is for boarding places only. 

Those prepared for Common Entrance (CE) 

take the Common Entrance pre-tests during 

February of their Year 7 at their prep school 

and are then invited for an interview and 

“Taster” at Dauntsey’s in early March.  

Those not prepared for CE take entrance 

examinations (English, Maths and verbal 

reasoning) and have an interview in early 

November of their Year 8. There are academic, 

performing arts, sport and all-rounder 

scholarships. Examinations, auditions and 

interviews take place in the November 

preceding entry (Year 8). Further details  

and entry forms are available at  

www.dauntseys.org/admissions and from  

the Admissions Office.

Sixth Form
Prospective pupils should be predicted at  

least  three A and three B grades at I/GCSE. 

Following confirmation of predicted grades 

and a reference, interviews are held in 

mid-November and conditional places offered 

at the beginning of December. For those not 

taking I/GCSE, or those who wish to have an 

unconditional offer, entrance examinations  

in English, Maths and a general paper take  

place in early November. We offer academic 

scholarships, sport, performing arts and 

boarding awards. Examinations, auditions  

and interviews for these take place in early 

November. Further details, dates and entry 

forms are available at www.dauntseys.org/ 

admissions or from the Admissions Office.

Choral Clerkships
Twenty Choral Clerkships are available 

annually, by audition, for senior choristers.

Bursaries
In order to widen access to the School, 

Dauntsey’s has two bursary options. The 
Dauntsey’s 100% Bursary Scheme is 

intended for children whose parents are 

unable to afford any portion of the School 

fees. To be considered for the scheme, 

applicants must submit to comprehensive 

means testing. Selection is by entrance 

examination and interview in November  

for 13+ and 16+ entry or January for  

11+ applicants. 

Scholarship supplements are available to 

those in receipt of a scholarship or award and 

in need of additional financial assistance with 

the school fees. Application is made by 

contacting the Registrar or Admissions Office  

on 01380 814506 or via email:  

admissions@dauntseys.org

Joanna Sagers, Registrar

APPLICATION TO DAUNTSEY’S
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“For me, the winning factor at Dauntsey’s is the open,  
friendly and fun atmosphere in the school whenever I visit.”

Dauntsey’s parent
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